
 

Dear All 

 

My header is the arrival of the Row the Zambezi group as they arrived in Livingstone after their 17-day 

journey by boat along the Zambezi River from Chavuma on the border with Angola.    I’ll give you a bit of a 

story next week as this only happened on Sunday (when I was supposed to be writing the Weekly ... ) 

 

 

New Rules at the Airport 

 

In order to reduce congestion in the airport foyer, only passengers are allowed to enter.  This has the effect 

that anyone who is taking people to the airport, or meeting guests, has to wait outside.  When I went to 

meet my son, Muftau, I joined all the other ‘waiters’ outside in the sun and we were all either amused or 

angry.  At least now it is not too hot, but can you imagine in October?  And, then, when the rains come 

down ... are we expected to stand in the rain?   

 

I had to wait 45 minutes for Muftau to come through the new Immigration procedures – finger prints and 

photo.  I must say it appears that we are in a war zone – what on earth must our tourists think? 

 



Sun International Turns 10 

 

It really doesn’t seem that long ago when the old Musi-O-Tunya Hotel and Rainbow Lodge were demolished 

to make way for the new Falls Resort with their two hotels – The Royal Livingstone and the Zambezi Sun.  

But it was about 12-13 years ago.  The new Resort was officially opened on August 11th 2001, so, of course, 

they wanted to celebrate their 10th birthday. 

 
By the side of the Zambezi Sun and next to the small lake is an area called Kingfisher.  It is an ideal spot for a 

private function.  The management had organised an entertaining few hours for the staff on that day at 

Kingfisher.   

 

There were huge bowls of salads and nshima with chicken and steak on the barbeque.  So, on arrival the 

staff helped themselves.  During lunch there were a few short speeches and everyone sang happy birthday 

to the Resort.  Following lunch there was a surprise for the staff as Daliso had been brought to Livingstone 

to entertain.  Daliso sing, dance and perform acrobatics.  They are great fun. 

There was also a lucky draw where members of staff won anything from a cap or bottle of wine to a TV or 

decoder.  And then, of course, we ate cake. 

 

Happy Birthday, Sun 

 

 

Birds in the Garden 

 

I know I am always on about the birds in my garden, but they are absolutely 

amazing now.  It is better than watching TV looking out of my office window.  

Please remember to put out water for them in your garden.   

 

If I am not mistaken the one in the picture is a bush shrike.  He loves to eats 

snails, so he is a great friend of mine because I really don’t like snails – they do 

terrible damage to the plants.   

 

 

 

 



Book Signing – Beyond the Victoria Falls 

 

I have done a couple of book signings during the week.  I 

have also sold quite a lot of books.  If you want a copy, 

please let me know.  I only have a limited number 

available, although I can order more if there is sufficient 

demand.   

 

Victoria Falls Safari Lodge, hopefully, will be hosting me 

for a book signing this coming week or the following one.  

I will let everyone that side know the exact date when it 

is finalised.  The plan after that is to do a run through Kasane and Katima Mulilo. 

 

So far, the comments on the book are good and I think a lot of people will find it useful for their travels 

around the Victoria Falls.   

 

 

ZAMBIA 
 

Upgrades of Zambia’s Airports 

 

For those of you who haven’t been to the airport recently, there is a huge structure going up near the 

control tower.  This is a new concourse and international departures terminal.  It is the first of three phases 

of development at Livingstone which will be followed by Phase two – a new arrivals terminal complex for 

international passengers, a drop-off zone and walkways.  The third phase will be for new ground handling 

equipment and self check-in kiosks.  Phase one is expected to be complete by April 2012.   

 

In the meantime, Lusaka Airport is also being upgraded, as well as Mfuwe and Ndola.   

 

About 10 years ago, I can remember one of our business/manufacturing experts saying at a meeting that 

Lusaka and Zambia should become the centre of trade for South/Central Africa.  He said that it was ideally 

positioned to become the hub of trade for the region.  It would appear that LeighFisher, the American 

consultants for the National Airports upgrade, have come to the same conclusion; their fee being 

US$750,000.  They foresee Lusaka as a major business and cargo port and, if this happens Lusaka Airport 

could become an ‘airport city’ – a development which is seen at other major airports around the world.   

 

And, for my tuppence worth, at the present time, Zambia is seen as the most expensive destination in our 

region, it is therefore unlikely that it could become any sort of hub.  If we could rationalise some of our 

business ways by reducing the number of obstacles and costs of doing business in Zambia, then it would be 

possible.  And it is not only the cost and obstacles to doing business.  It is things like arriving at the airport 

in a vehicle, having to stop while a man with a mirror on a trolley rolls the mirror under the car to check 

that there is nothing hidden underneath. 

 

Livingstone should become a regional tourist hub.   Most of our tourists have to fly first to Johannesburg 

and then fly back to Livingstone.  It takes 1 hr 45 minutes to fly between the two places.  In these days 

when air travel is so expensive, it would make sense that flights from Europe stopped in Livingstone (or Vic 

Falls Airport) and then continued on to Johannesburg.  This will only happen if our government is pro-active 

and works with private business to promote it.   

 

 

 

 

 



Luangwa Eco Awards 

 

South Luangwa Conservation Society has set up an awards programme for the eco credentials of the lodges 

in the area.  After completing a questionnaire, each lodge is inspected and then the Inspection Team 

evaluates them.  The team considers: 

 

Protecting, conserving and investing in the environment  

Minimising and reducing wastes  

Preventing pollution  

Encouraging linkages with local communities and supporting community projects  

Responsible use of natural resources such as land, water, energy, timber, firewood, etc.  

Providing direct financial benefits for conservation projects  

Education to tourists, staff and the local community 

 

According to the evaluators, each lodge can be given gold, silver or a bronze award for their efforts.  The 

first winner of an Award is a Silver for Flatdogs Camp.  Flatdogs has worked hard on their environmental 

programmes within the camp and in the surrounding community.  So a big congratulations to them.   

 

  

United Nations World Tourism Organisation 

 

Livingstone and Victoria Falls Town have jointly prepared a bid to host the General Assembly meeting for 

the World Tourism Organisation in 2013.  The meeting hosts over 1,000 delegates from 186 countries and 

would certainly be a boost for our area.   

 

Putting the two towns together makes the venue possible with the necessary conference facilities at 

Zambezi Sun and Elephant Hills.  Combined, too, we can provide enough accommodation.  It certainly 

would be a stunning venue ... let’s hope we win.   

 

   

In the meantime ... 

 

ZTB Promoting Regional Cooperation for the Benefit of Tourism 

 

Felix Chaila, managing director of ZTB, has said: 

"I like to think that a successful regional integrated tourism is possible in Southern Africa because we have 

lots to show to the world. We just need to put our heads together get this common marketing strategy 

done."  

He says Southern Africa should find a common ground for the common good of the region. He says one 

way of creating a successful regional integration would be for countries in the region to embrace integrated 

tourism through a common marketing approach, beyond political lines.  He goes on to mention a common 

visa for the SADC region.   

 

From my point of view I can only say: It’s about time ...  My only concern is that this innovative idea will 

take up weeks of workshops, meetings and collaborations.  Can you imagine the tax-payer cost of all our 

administrators travelling to South Africa, Zimbabwe, Botswana ... staying in nice hotels, receiving out-of-

town allowances, travel expenses, etc.   Or another scenario is that we hire, at vast expense, a team of 

‘consultants’.   

 

According to the World Travel Organisation international tourist arrivals reached 940 million and tourism 

receipts generated US$ 919 billion.  We know regional cooperation makes sense.  If we drop all visas for the 

major tourist nationalities, use SADC personnel to find a common branding for our region and then get 

private business to do the rest ... it can happen ... 

 



ZIMBABWE 

 

Zim Tourism still needs the Europeans 

 

Karikoga Kaseke, Chief Executive of Zimbabwe Tourism Authority, says that the Europeans still form a 

significant part of tourism in Zimbabwe.  According to statistics, the country received over 2.2 million 

tourists in 2010, 87% coming from Africa, 6% from Europe, 3% America and Asia with 2%.   

 

 

Gwaai-Shangani Dam Project 

 

Bulawayo has always had water shortages.  A dam 6km below the confluence of the Gwaai and Shangani 

Rivers was supposed to alleviate all the water shortage.  The project was signed by President Mugabe in 

2004 and was expected to be in three phases.  First phase was the construction of the dam, second was the 

pipeline to Bulawayo followed by Phase 3, a pipeline from the Zambezi to the dam.   

 

The project 

halted but has 

recently been 

revived and 

reviewed.  The 

new strategy is to 

lower the dam 

wall in order to 

avoid flooding of 

the Bulawayo-Vic 

Falls Road and to 

include a mini 

hydropower 

station.  A team 

of Chinese 

engineers have 

recently visited 

the site; they 

looked into 

various issues. 

 

There is an added 

dimension to the 

dam and that is a nearby coal mine which will be starting up again.  Sable Mining has just bought a 49% 

share of the mine.  This is what Sable comments about the mine: 

 

Lubimbi 

The Company holds a 49% interest in the 16,545 hectare Lubimbi Coal Project (Special Grant 4977) in the 

Gwaai area of the Kariba Coal Basin in Zimbabwe. 

 

Drilling was carried out at the project in the 1980s by the Industrial Development Corporation, and more 

recently by Liberation Mining (Pvt) Ltd. In the recent drilling programme, 45 holes totalling 4,500m were 

drilled in the north eastern corner of the project area, highlighting a typical Main Seam sequence as 

expected in that part of the Kariba Coal Basin. This coal zone is between 20m and 45m in thickness, 

outcropping on the north western border and dipping gently to the east at about 2 degrees. These results 

indicate the viability of tonnage in excess of 1 billion tonnes of in-situ coal, and the analytical work done 

suggests that a high grade thermal coal and a soft or blend coking coal fraction could be produced. 



 

A 10,000m Phase 1 drilling programme is underway, designed to confirm these tonnages and investigate 

the potential mix of coking, metallurgical and thermal coal products. This will cover the area at an initial 

drill spacing of 1km, following which this grid will be closed down to 500m in the areas where the best 

results are obtained. Two core rigs will be employed with the programme estimated to take 10-12 months 

to complete. A base camp is being established on site to house the exploration geologists and contain the 

logistical support for the programme including fuel storage, core storage and communications links. 

Lubimbi benefits from good infrastructure, being 35km from the Dete railway siding. 

 

There are serious concerns that the mine and dam are incompatible – the runoff from the mine 

contaminating the water.  I am sure there are interesting times ahead – money or safe drinking water?  Are 

they compatible? 

 

 

NAMIBIA 
 

Wally 

From a Caprivian 

 

A planned business trip to Windhoek took me pass Wally’s territory so I decided to drop in for a bit of a 

special visit.  Drove to where I had last seen him and gave the car hooter a couple of blasts, which set just 

about everything off running.  After about two minutes Wally turned up; interestingly, he did not 

immediately walk up to me but stayed a short distance away and checked back the way he had come.  

When I had hooted four pigs together had made a run for it and Wally may have been one of them; I am 

not sure but the way he was looking back in the direction he had come from indicated that he had been 

one of the group. 

 

We lay around in the afternoon sun, I scratched his tummy and tickled his ears and generally spoilt him 

with affection, he responded by collapsing and rolling over, grunting with contentment.  He was also spoilt 

with apples and biscuits.  I gave him the once over and found that he had a swollen right back foot, nothing 

serious, I also found a few small ticks on the back of his ears, otherwise he was fine.  The veldt had burnt 

and the smoke had also affected his eyes a little. 

 

When the time came for me to leave he was a little upset to see me drive off and he trotted after the car 

for about fifty meters before stopping and watching me disappear. 

 

Wally was managing his new life and the fact that he may have been running with the other young 

warthogs and had made friends was very encouraging. 

The following Sunday on my way back from Windhoek I again dropped in, but his time I did not find him.  I 

will be there in a couple of weeks’ time so I will again look out for him. 

The lodge clients who knew Wally are missing him¸ they are also keen to be kept up to date with his story. 

One young eleven year old girl wrote this small song for Wally: 

 

Wally the ugly Warthog 

(Sing to the tune of “Rudolph the red-nosed reindeer”)  

 

Wally the ugly warthog,  

Had a very hairy nose,  

And if you ever saw it,  

You would even say “oh, no” 

 

All of the other warthogs, 

Used to laugh and call him names, 



They never let poor Wally, 

Join in any warthog games 

 

Then one hot Ca-privi day, 

Keith came to say, 

Wally with your nose so crass, 

Won’t you come and live with us? 

 

And then how the warthogs loved him, 

As they shouted out with glee, “Yippee”,  

Wally the ugly warthog,  

You’ll go down in history! 

 

And I think he will.  

 

 

Bird Research at Namibian Airports 

 

Namibia Airports Company is sponsoring research on birds which are found near airports.  It is hoped to use 

the findings to reduce collisions between planes and birds.  The project named Birds and Aircraft Research 

Namibia Project, (BARN-P), will focus on why birds are attracted to the neighbourhood of an airport.   

 

They are already investigating a colony of white-backed vultures near the main Windhoek International 

Airport.   

 

 

Calendar 

 

Year Month Dates Where Event 

2011 AUGUST 27 
South Luangwa, 

Zambia 
Malaila Traditional Ceremony 

2011 AUGUST 26 Namibia Heroes Day 

2011 AUGUST 27 
Gonarazhou, 

Zimbabwe 
Machangana Culture and Arts Festival 

2011 AUGUST 28 
Vic Falls Town, 

Zimbabwe 
Vic Falls Half Marathon 

2011 SEPTEMBER 22 
 

World Rhino Day 

2011 SEPTEMBER 27 
 

World Tourism Day 

2011 SEPTEMBER 30 Botswana Independence Day 

2011 SEPTEMBER 30-2 Malawi Lake of Stars Malawi Festival 

2011 OCTOBER 8-12 Harare, Zimbabwe Sanganai Travel Exhibition 

2011 OCTOBER 15-21 
Hwange NP, 

Zimbabwe 
South African 4-Wheel Drive Club 

2011 OCTOBER 24 Zambia Independence Day 

2011 OCTOBER 26-28 Kariba, Zimbabwe Kariba Tiger Tournament 

2011 NOVEMBER 5-17 Liuwa Plain, Zambia South African 4-Wheel Drive Club 

2011 DECEMBER 10 Namibia Human Rights Day 

2011 DECEMBER 25-26 
 

Christmas 

2012 FEBRUARY 8-12 Zanizibar Zanzibar’s Sauti Za Busara Music Festival 

      

    
 

 



ESSEX HURRICANE APPEAL  

 

A major hurricane (Hurricane Shazza) and earthquake measuring 5.8 on the Richter scale hit Essex in the 

early hours of Friday with its epicentre in Basildon. Victims were seen wandering around aimlessly, 

muttering "Faaackinell".  

 

The hurricane decimated the area causing approximately £30 worth of damage. Several priceless 

collections of mementos from Majorca and the Costa Del Sol were damaged beyond repair.  

 

Three areas of historic burnt out cars were disturbed. Many locals were woken well before their giros 

arrived. Essex FM reported that hundreds of residents were confused and bewildered and were still trying 

to come to terms with the fact that something interesting had happened in Basildon ...  

 

One resident - Tracy Sharon Smith, a 15-year-old mother of 5 said, "It was such a shock, my little 

Chardonnay-Mercedes came running into my bedroom crying. My youngest two, Tyler-Morgan and 

Victoria-Storm slept through it all. I was still shaking when I was skinning up and watching Trisha the next 

morning."  

 

Apparently looting, muggings and car crime were unaffected and carried on as normal. 

 

The British Red Cross has so far managed to ship 4,000 crates of Sunny Delight to the area to help the 

stricken locals. Rescue workers are still searching through the rubble and have found large quantities of 

personal belongings, including benefit books, jewellery from Elizabeth Duke at Argos and Bone China from 

Poundland. 

 

 

I know this is shorter than usual ... but I have work to do ... 

 

Have a good week 

 

Gill 

 


