
 
 

Dear All 

 

My header was taken from Kubu Cabins.  A very cold morning, with me clutching a cup of tea and wanting 

the sun to rise and warm me up.   

 

Kubu Cabins 

 

I spent a night out at Kubu Cabins 

because it has recently been 

renovated and I wanted to see 

what it looked like.   

 

Kubu Cabins is about 30 km from 

Livingstone on the Zambezi River.  

It has been turned into a 

destination for the self-drive, 

offering chalets, family units and 

camping.  It is self-catering too 

which appeals to many people.  

Outside the rooms is a barbeque 

site and electric plate.  Inside the 

rooms are a kettle, fridge, plates 

and cutlery.  And if that sounds 

pretty basic stuff, it does have 

that touch of luxury with comfy 

beds, duvets and mosquito nets.   

 

There are four chalets ranged 

along the river – these share a 

barbeque site by the swimming 

pool.  Further along the bank 

there are two family units with 

space for large families or groups 

with twin, double and bunk beds.  

And then another family unit is 

back in the trees.   

 



That evening we sat around a large fire and cooked our evening meal.  As we chatted we could hear hyena 

calling across the river because, over the river, is the Zambezi National Park in Zimbabwe.  It is common to 

see elephant, warthog, sable, impala and other animals come down to the water to drink, especially in the 

dry season.  At night it is not only hyena which call; lions can be heard roaring too.  And then, if you hear 

the baboons screaming you will know that a leopard is on the prowl.   

 

Downstream from the camp site is a launch site for boats for the fishing fanatics with their own boat.  The 

Zambezi River is, of course, famous for tigerfish so many fishermen want to try their luck at catching one of 

these predator fish.  The owners of Kubu are also happy for townsfolk to come out for the day to launch 

their boat and go fishing or just to come along for a picnic.   

 

There are animals around Kubu.  A herd of five eles have taken up residence in the area.  There are also 

some small buck like duiker and grysbok.  These, though, are a bit skittish.  The land on the Zambian bank 

has villages and farms so over the years the wildlife has been scared off or put in the pot.  Fortunately, 

though, with more and more lodges and environmentally friendly farms, the wildlife is making a comeback.  

I am sure too that now that the villagers are finding jobs in the tourist facilities and on the farms they are 

less inclined to poach the animals.   

 

 

Camp Nkwazi 

 

While at Kubu Cabins I went to have a look at 

another development a short distance upstream.  

This is Camp Nkwazi.  It is another self-catering 

lodge with chalets along the river.  Although a 

few months off completion, it is easy to see how 

popular the camp could be.  Each chalet has a 

large veranda overlooking the water – maybe a 

fishing line can be safely dropped into the water 

while relaxing with a beer ... 

 

The chalets will have fridge, crockery, barbeque 

site, etc, and have those odd bits of luxury to add 

to the experience.   

 

There are plans for a shop, restaurant and bar on 

the site, so if guests forget the salt or some 

toothpaste, it will be easy to find.   

 

There are also camping spots, each with their 

own ablution block.   

 

In a few months when it is finished I must take 

another trip to check it out.   

 

 

Stakeholders meeting with Zambia Revenue Authority 

 

I took time out to attend a meeting during the week.  I am really not a ‘meeting person’ anymore.  I dislike 

the way they always start late and then we have to listen to endless unimpressive speeches.   

 

The ZRA meeting did start late but I spent the time chatting so it wasn’t too painful.  The speeches were 

short too which was rather refreshing.  The speeches were about how ZRA was reinventing itself to bring all 



the tax departments together – VAT, Direct Tax and Customs.  It should mean that ZRA can get an overall 

picture of each company, not just part of it.   

 

During the questions, many were concerned about Turnover Tax (TOT).  One lady thought that 3% TOT was 

too high and that the tax should be based on profit and not income.  This, of course, as the ZRA officers 

pointed out, would lead to difficult accounting procedures for the company; procedures which are now 

unnecessary with TOT.  We can understand her point, though.  There are so many marketeers out there 

who do not pay tax that those legitimate traders have stiff competition in their prices – in order to compete 

they must keep prices low and yet still pay the 3%.   

 

I brought up a couple of things.  Firstly the use of emails instead of letters.  ZRA applies nasty penalties 

which are calculated to bankrupt many companies if a tax is overdue for several months.  I felt that the 

computer can easily generate a list of companies who have not paid a particular tax one month and an 

email from ZRA within one month would be useful.  I don’t mind paying a one-month penalty, but really 

object to paying a 6-month one, which has often reached sky-high proportions.   

 

I then brought up the situation at the borders, especially, Kazungula.  I was delighted to hear that ZRA are 

working on running a cash office at the borders to accept all payments required - similar to Botswana and 

Namibia.  I just hope that it doesn’t take too long.   

 

Another piece of useful information is the Call Centre for ZRA which we were told was open 24 hours and 

can be reached on 5972. 

 

Finally, with all the accounts being centralised and with ZRA 

being linked throughout the country, we were told that any 

payments for ZRA can be paid anywhere in the country.  

Also that a statement of account can be given anywhere 

too.   

 

 

 

Wildlife Society 

 

The Wildlife Society had a walk at Martindale Farm on 

Saturday morning.  I went along for a bit of exercise and 

fresh air.  It was good to get out of the office for a couple of 

hours.   

 

Martindale Farm is along Simatabolo Highway.  Part of the 

farm has been left to nature with only a few cattle grazing it 

now and again.  We wandered along some roads and 

firebreaks; also down a gully, fighting through undergrowth.  

Meanwhile all the plant experts were comparing their notes 

on the various trees.   

 

There weren’t many birds around as this part of the farm 

has no water.  There were signs of animals, just a few, but 

with the farm not being fenced, the animals are skittish.   

 

While the experts were doing their thing some of us just 

enjoyed a stroll; chatting as we went.  A very pleasant 

outing.   

 

 



 

At this point the power went off ... 

The previous day, Saturday, had seen several power cuts and so the internet had gone down.  On Sunday 

morning I plodded along with the Weekly; the internet coming back on around 10am.  So when the power 

went off at 2pm on Sunday, I was a bit miffed.  It came on after 7pm that evening.   

 

So, now, it is Monday morning and, although I have power, the internet is down again ...  I will have to wait 

until the guys get into the office and fix it once more ... 

 

So, Sunday afternoon, what did I do?  I went out in the garden and hacked away at plants.  They needed 

pruning, anyway.  Poinsettias all nicely trimmed to await next year ... 

 

 

Yellow Fever vaccination NOT REQUIRED for travel between RSA and Zambia 

20 July 2011 

 

The South African Department of Health (DoH) informed tsi that there is no change to the current policy 

regarding yellow fever vaccination requirements for travel between RSA and Zambia. The Department of 

Health would like to make it very clear that proof of yellow fever vaccination is not a requirement for travel 

at RSA ports of entry or exit for passengers from Zambia. 

 

In order to best service your clients and passengers, stay up to date with the current rulings and for the 

latest information available, please refer to the Department of Health website (www.doh.gov.za). 

If there are any changes to the policy, tsi (Tourism Safety Initiative) will also inform all relevant stakeholders 

accordingly. 

 

(Gill: for those of you travelling to South Africa, I suggest that you copy this information, print it out and 

keep it in your bag.  I have not heard of any recent problems, but you never know ...) 

 

 

Livingstone Roads 

From a Livingstonian 

 

Interesting behaviour observed around the traffic lights:- 

1. The sudden desire to turn right due to the main light turning red and the “right turn only” light 

coming on. 

2. The sudden decision that one has urgent business along a side road due to the light turning red. 

3. Discovering that the lights can be avoided by detouring through Shoprite’s parking lot or through 

the filling station. 

4. The interesting way all the traffic oozes forward several seconds before the light turns green. 

(Everyone is watching the for the light on the other road to turn red) 

5. The way everyone speeds up when approaching a green light in the hope of reaching it before it 

changes. (pedestrians beware!) 

 

The speed bumps at the Holy cross pedestrian crossing are much too far from the crossing. If they were 

moved to about half as far from it they would be more effective at actually having traffic slow over the 

crossing instead of slow at a distance from it and faster over the crossing. The current situation is 

dangerous as lots of people cross near the speed bumps because the traffic is slower there. 

 

The council also needs to coordinate their grading program with water and sewerage. Several roads have 

been beautifully graded through a water pipe. As a result by the next day they are a large mud hole. A map 

of pipes would be useful. 

 

 



Earthquake near Itezhi-Tezhi 

 

During the week there was an earthquake near Itezhi-Tezhi.  It measured 5.3 and was felt as far away as 

Kalomo; some people even saying that they felt it in Livingstone, 180 km away.  No major damage occurred 

and no-one was hurt according to reports.   

 

Comments from people were that the earthquake (a very rare phenomenon for this area) must have been 

caused by the dam.  One person commented that at least no-one was hurt and that the people would still 

all be able to go and vote!  Another commented about the tomatoes she was chopping started to shake on 

the table ...   

 

 

Batoka Gorge Dam 

 

There are rumblings again about the dam in Batoka Gorge for hydro-electricity.  According to an All Africa 

report, the plans for the dam are in the ‘final stages’.  I think this has to be someone talking out of turn.  

The last I heard about the dam was that Zambia was against it and without Zambia’s approval, it cannot, of 

course, go ahead.   

 

For those of you who don’t know, the dam has been on the list of dams for the Zambezi River for many 

years.  It is planned to be located in the gorges below the Victoria Falls, flooding many of rapids upstream 

to, I think, about rapid 14.  It will be the demise of whitewater rafting and jet boating and the destruction of 

the environment there.  The dam, too, because it will be very narrow and deep, will not support much plant 

life and therefore fish.   The dam will just be for electricity ... with a few earthquakes added, for 

entertainment ... 

 

If anyone has heard anything, please let me know.  I can’t find anything else on the news except this one 

article.   

 

 

Mutulanganga IBA, now with a face- By Kabuku Likando 

From Birdlife Zambia 

 

It was quite a tiring experience walking through the thick bushes in Mutulanganga IBA looking for 

predetermined GPS points on which to erect beacons. ZOS Project Manager, Moses Nyoni, had sought 

permission from the traditional leadership in the area: Chief Sikongo and Chief Simamba, Siavonga District 

Council Office and the Forestry Department to define the Important Bird Area boundary by placing 

beacons. 

We (Kelvin, Chinga and I) then left for the field for three long days to make beacons at the IBA boundary.  

7 out of the planned 9 beacons were fixed with the help of a GIS officer from the Remote Sensing centre 

along Lusaka’s airport road. The Site Support Group, Monitors and Bird Guides were also available to help 

ZOS staff in this important task. 

 

It was not an easy job because some of the boundary points were in places without roads. We had to walk 

through the thickets to get to the sites to erect beacons. For those points that fell in water and floodplains, 

we had to find nearby suitable points to place the beacons. One point fell in an area which was once used 

by freedom fighters, and the SSG alerted us of the presence of land mines in the area. The beacon was then 

placed at another point assumed to be safe. 

 

All in all, 7 beacons were placed and the GPS coordinates are as follows: 

Point 0: S 16.21150°, E 028.68794°, 

Point 1: S 16.19456°, E 028.72174°. 

Point 2: S 16.19292°, E 028.74860°, 

Point 3: S 16.18290°, E 028.83904°, 



Point 4: S 16.36798°, E 028.72519°, 

Point 5: S 16.42110°, E 028.58412°, 

Point 6: S 16.27830°, E 028.63584°. 

The two beacons not fixed were because one point fell in Tamarind camp. The proprietor of this camp was 

not at the premises when we visited. There is need therefore for the Project Manager to liaise with the 

proprietor of this camp for this beacon to be placed. The other point is in Chief Chipepo’s area. Permission 

has to be sought from His Royal Highness for the beacon to be placed. All in all, Mutulanganga IBA is now 

branded. 

 

Another success story for BirdLife Zambia!! 

 

 

 

 

Puppy Needs good home 

 

This special puppy was very sick and 

looked for a new home.  He found one, 

but they can’t keep him.  If anyone is in 

need of a companion, contact Laura on 

laura@africanimpact.com  
0975378184 
 

 

 

 

 

Harassment of the Khwe in Bwabwata National Park 

 

According to reports the Khwe, a bushman people, who live in the Bwabwata National Park are being told 

to move from their villages.  The Khwe, of course, are resisting.  The problem at the moment is that no-one 

is really sure where the instruction to move has come from.  What is true, though, is that twice police have 

visited Omega I, one of their villages, and told them that they will be required to move.   

 

Bwabwata National Park is an unusual park in that the government is attempting to have a multi-use 

approach – wildlife and people.  The Khwe, a group of San people, have lived in the area for hundreds of 

years moving from place to place, as is their custom, although they have largely now become settled.   

 



During the Angolan war, the army took over the Caprivi Strip, moving the Mbukushu Bantu peoples out of 

the area but allowing the Khwe to remain in settled camps, like Omega.  The San were exceptional trackers 

and their skills were used during the war.   

 

After the war, the Khwe remained in the area, but, again the Mbukushu moved back claiming the best land 

along the rivers for their farming.  The government, who claims all rights to land in Namibia, took over 

more fertile land along the Kavango River for a Prison Farm.  More and more the Khwe were pushed into 

the marginal lands within the Caprivi.   

 

Recently the government, without consultation with the Khwe, declared the area as a National Park – 

Bwabwata.  The Khwe feel that the park should be de-proclaimed and that they should be involved in 

discussions as to the future of their traditional land.   

 

Some of the Khwe are employed as Game Scouts, but most of them are unemployed.  Living as they do on 

land with little access to water, there is minimal planting of crops.  They are allowed to keep small farm 

animals, but no cattle.  They live mainly on handouts, otherwise the go hungry.   

 

The culture of the San is totally different from that of the Bantu tribes.  And it would also appear that the 

government does not recognise their chief.  Without recognition of their chief, the Khwe cannot be 

represented at any forum where land discussions take place.  To make matters worse the Mbukushu claim 

that the Khwe are merely a ‘subject’ people.   

 

It looks very much as if this in an explosion waiting to happen.  The Khwe are small in number, but their 

traditional claim to the land has much going for it.  The fact that the Bantu tribe are using their connections 

to keep the Khwe down-trodden is alarming many human rights groups.  

 

For more information on the Khwe people, read:  

 http://www.scribd.com/doc/50256144/4/II-THE-KHWE-OF-WEST-CAPRIVI 

 

 

Masubia Festival 

 

30 July is set for the Masubia Festival at Bukalo, 40 km west of Katima Mulilo.   

 

The Subia (Subiya) people live on both sides of the Zambezi River, in Zambia and Namibia; some also live in 

Botswana.  The festival in Bukalo brings together many from the tribe plus well-wishers from other tribes.   

 

Chief Munitenge Kisco Liswani III of the Masubia will be presented with traditional gifts and there will be 

many cultural activities.   

 

 

Poaching in Kruger Reduced 

 

Incidents of poaching have reduced significantly since the South African National Defence Force has taken 

up duties in the Park.   

 

According to Brigadier General Koos Liebenberg there were 40 poaching cases in March, 30 in April, 15 in 

May and 2 in June.   

 

 

Ivory Burned in Kenya 

 

On Wednesday last week, Kenya torched 5 tonnes of ivory valued at over R100million. The confiscated 

ivory was thought to have originated in Zambia and Malawi.   



 

The burning of the ivory was done in order to bring world attention to the plight of the wildlife in Africa, 

especially the elephant.  With poaching on the increase throughout Africa for trinkets and medicine in Asia, 

many animals are in serious threat of extinction.   

 

Last year both Zambia and Tanzania wanted to be allowed to sell their reserves of ivory in a once-off sale.  

Zambia has 90 tonnes, Tanzania 21 tonnes.  Zambia’s hoard would have fetched around US$40million on 

the market.  But at the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) meeting held last 

year, Tanzania and Zambia were outvoted.   

 

Previously in 2007, South Africa, Botswana, Namibia and Zimbabwe were allowed once-off sales of their 

ivory.  And, although Kenya has burned 5 tonnes of their stock of ivory, they still have much, much more in 

warehouses.   

 

 

Wildlife on the Decline in Kenya 

 

The Masai Mara is reported to have lost over two-thirds of its wildlife in the past 30 years.  Impala, giraffe, 

warthog, tipi, kongoni, wildebeest are all falling in numbers, by over 60%.  According to experts the decline 

in wildlife is due to drought, population pressure, tourism overdevelopment and political mismanagement.   

 

The good news is that many conservancies are opening up in the area; they are opting for high end, low 

impact tourism.  Being privately managed, they are seeing an increase in their wildlife populations.  So, it is 

not all doom and gloom ... maybe just a wake-up call for National Parks.   

 

 

From Wolfgang’s Column 

 

KWS FINALLY ACTS ON RHINO KILLING SPREE 

China, thought to be the main driver for demand in rhino horn, over its alleged but sadly mistaken 

‘properties’ to revive ‘ageing men’, is coming under renewed scrutiny and attack by wildlife 

conservationists, as poaching of rhinos in Kenya is reaching a new level again. 

Last year over 330 rhinos were poached in South Africa, and government there is doing little 

apparently as the trend has shot up to over 200 in the first half of this year, threatening the entire 

species with extinction.  

In Eastern Africa, rhinos are now also being poached, and Ol Pejeta has been hit twice, as was the 

Solio Game Reserve and the Mt. Kenya Game Ranch. 

Earlier this week has KWS finally acted to dispatch a task force into the wider Laikipia area, where 

the three affected conservancies are located, attempting to gather intelligence allowing them to catch 

the gangs, which according to lastest news from the area is now using highly sophisticated rifles which 

are also threatening rangers and wardens who have either shotguns or old style repeat rifles only to 

defend the wildlife and themselves. Outgunned comes to mind, making the need for greater anti 

poaching efforts by government all the more important.  

Shootouts are becoming more regular, across Kenya, as organized gangs of poachers are let loose by 

their financial backers, who reap huge profits from the blood ivory and rhino horn, but also from lion 

bones and skins, for which demand is said to continue rising too.  

Ol Pejeta is the one and only place in Africa where the rarest of rhinos, the Northern White, are being 

kept after four of a total of eight were sent to Kenya by the Czech government – the remaining four 

are thought to be too old to breed already – and efforts are underway to preserve the species by having 

the animals reproduce, either outright or via their Southern White ‘cousins’. All wild populations of 

the Northern White, the last thought to have been resident at the Garamba National Park in Eastern 

Congo, have been poached to extinction as no evidence of sightings from the air or on the ground have 

been found for several years now. There are presently about 100 Eastern Black, Southern White and 

the four Northern White rhinos on Ol Pejeta besides plenty of other game, including elephant, buffalo, 

giraffes, plains game, the rare hybrid zebras ‘made’ between the much rarer Grevy’s Zebras and the 



more commonly found ‘Burchell’s Zebra’ only found in this ‘boundary’ area between Northern and 

Central Kenya. A dedicated chimpanzee sanctuary is located on Ol Pejeta too, offering sightings of 

these predators in the wild, which however are not generally found in Kenya making this again a 

unique place to watch them. Predators like lions, leopard, cheetah, hyenas, foxes and others too are 

found in plenty, and the cattle are protected overnight by traditional ‘boma’ methods.  

The Ol Pejeta rangers have been and continue to be on high alert and the four Northern White rhinos 

are protected like Fort Knox, but owing to the very large size of the conservancy, sprawling over tens 

of thousands of acres, it is possible, as the recent poaching cases show, that well organized intruders 

with vehicle and communications back up, can get it, do their bloody work and get away again. 

Ol Pejeta, visible via www.olpejetaconservancy.org has only yesterday sent out a series of tweets 

highlighting the loss of one of the conservancy’s most favourite rhinos, and they can be followed on 

Twitter too of course via @OlPejeta – meanwhile though, Ol Pejeta remains one of the ‘must see’ 

conservancies within easy reach of Nairobi. Ol Pejeta can be accessed by road within a few hours from 

the capital city, and is connected by air through the Nanyuki airfield but also their own airstrip on the 

conservancy, which is being used by some of the airlines flying tourists from Wilson Airport. With the 

backdrop of Mt. Kenya making for the scenic side of things, the presence of self catering 

accommodation, camp sites and safari lodge / camps Ol Pejeta offers an all round appeal to tourists 

from overseas and from Kenya and the wider East Africa overall. And with the big five all found on 

the conservancy, this IS the place to go if time is short and but the interest for a safari is keen. Ol 

Pejeta comes highly recommended, from personal experience by this correspondent and is worth not 

just a visit but ought to be given consideration too for conservation donations to maintain the level of 

work they are doing.  

 

REVENGE KILLINGS OF ELEPHANT SHOCK KENYA 

News emerged just now from conservation sources in Nairobi that members of a gang of poachers, 

allegedly led by one Adan Kanjur, inflicted cruel death on a family of 5 elephant south of Kora 

National Park in the wider Meru Conservation Area recently, although details were only now 

becoming public knowledge. Kanjur and other accomplices, who were arrested by Kenyan security, 

were held on charges of poaching when his alleged gang members still at large went on an elephant 

killing spree in apparent revenge over their ‘leader’s’ arrest to put pressure on the authorities to 

release him on bond.  

Kenyans were further shocked when it emerged that subsequently, for a bond of only Kenya Shillings 

150.000 Kanjur was released, pending trial, causing outrage against not just the alleged culprits – 

alleged until proven guilty in a competent court of law – but also against the judiciary which according 

to one truly angry individual ‘are in cahoots with the poachers whom they should keep in custody 

instead of releasing them back to do more poaching as has often been witnessed of late’.  

Conservationists in Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda and the wider region have repeatedly demanded that 

parliaments stiffen he laws and inflict very heavy fines on those found poaching or those found 

financing the crimes and then facilitating the exportation of blood ivory and rhino horns, while 

making sentences of at least 10 years in prison with hard labour the rule, magistrates and judges must 

apply when sentencing those found guilty. The local Kenyan media will most likely begin to report on 

the issue in Thursday’s editions, causing yet more outrage amongst conservationists and the tourism 

fraternity who are expected to then exert maximum pressure on their respective members of 

parliament to bring amendments to the house for the respective laws on poaching, ivory smuggling 

and related offenses. Watch this space as this latest poaching saga evolves in Kenya.  

 

 

At this point, I must give up.  There is, of course, much I have missed out but I don’t have the time to work 

on the Weekly more today.  It is now gone midday on Monday and I have WORK to do.   

 

I will be away this coming weekend – going to Hwange to watch the Cycle Rally.  So next week’s issue will 

probably be late ... 

 

 

 

 



"A man walks into doctor's office, 'Help me, Help me! I'm addicted to Twitter!' Doctor says, 'Sorry, I don't 

follow you.' 

. 

 

Here is the Calendar, for those of you who, like me, forget.   

Please send additions, corrections. 

 

Year Month Dates Where Event 

2011 JULY 29 Chavuma, Northwest Zambia Row Zambezi Start 

2011 JULY 30 Bukalo, Namibia Masubia Cultural Festival 

2011 JULY 30 Chilo, Zimbabwe Blue Cross Cycle Rally start (to 5 August) 

2011 JULY 29-31 Hwange NP, Zimbabwe 
Offroad bike fun ride to raise money for 

Hwange 

2011 AUGUST 1 Zambia Farmers Day 

2011 AUGUST 6-13 Makgadikgadi Pans, Botswana South African 4-Wheel Drive Club 

2011 AUGUST 7 Kariba, Zimbabwe Kariba Half Marathon 

2011 AUGUST 8 Zimbabwe Heroes Day 

2011 AUGUST 9 Zimbabwe Defence Forces Day 

2011 AUGUST 14 Livingstone, Zambia Row Zambezi Finish 

2011 AUGUST 27 South Luangwa, Zambia Kulamba Traditional Ceremony 

2011 AUGUST 26 Namibia Heroes Day 

2011 AUGUST 27 Gonarazhou, Zimbabwe Machangana Culture and Arts Festival 

2011 AUGUST 28 Vic Falls Town, Zimbabwe Vic Falls Half Marathon 

2011 SEPTEMBER 30 Botswana Independence Day 

2011 OCTOBER 15-21 Hwange NP, Zimbabwe South African 4-Wheel Drive Club 

2011 OCTOBER 24 Zambia Independence Day 

2011 OCTOBER 26-28 Kariba, Zimbabwe Kariba Tiger Tournament 

2011 NOVEMBER 5-17 Liuwa Plain, Zambia South African 4-Wheel Drive Club 

2011 DECEMBER 10 Namibia Human Rights Day 

2011 DECEMBER 25-26 
 

Christmas 

2012 FEBRUARY 8-12 Zanizibar Zanzibar’s Sauti Za Busara Music Festival 
 

    
 

Have a good week 

 

Gill 

 

 


